FUROPE
ON TRIAL

A

The Story of Collaboration, Resistance,
and Retribution During World War |1

Istvan Dedk

Columbia University

Foreword by
Norman M. Naimark
Stanford University

STVIEW
wIE’RESS

A Member of the Perseus Books Group




CHAPTER §1x

The Beginnings of Germy Decline

The Growth and Many Dilemmgs of the
Resistarice Movements

o the summer and fall of 1942, German Power was at jtg height; all the
nore dramatic were the great reversals that ensued in the late £y of the
| me year. From that time on, the road led inevitably to the total defeat of
/’ National Socialist Germany. Yet even though the German generals must

|

have known that the war would be lost, they continued to obey the Fiihrer,

some for another year, most of them to the bitter end. It is possible to ar-

gue, however, that the Casablanca Conference, which took place in Januy-

ary 1943, and at which the Western Allies resolved to demand Germany’s

. unconditional surrender, made it more difficult for German generals to
' end the war. Unconditional surrender meant delivering one’s soldiers as
/ well as oneself to the good graces of the enemy. True, decent treatment
could be expected from the Western Allies, but at the time of the Casa-

| blanca Resolution the British and the Americans did not have even a foot-
hold in Europe. Meanwhile, the relentlessly advancing Soviet Red Army
't00ps were likely to act wildly revengeful once they reached Germany.
Whatever the cause of the German refusal to surrender, we must remem-
ber that of the 50 million people who were killed in the war, about 40 mil-

| lion dieg during the last two and a half years of a six-year war.

The battles of El Alamein and Stalingrad, fought mainly in the_ fal
| ( Winter of 1942 are legendary events, and they have been descnb.e d
{ Mousandg of times. It should be enough to say here that at El Alamein,
"Eypt, British and Commonwealth troops defeated the famed German

ang
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110 | _el's German and Italian troops, Shattering |
eneral EIWIn 0%, ez Canal. The battle marked the pe, H_‘“er‘g

in North Africa, and British hiSto:mngaf
ctory won SO far from home, A C“;graphy
ever won a battle, after E] Alamurchin

1n We

f;:i?:d of the AXiS presence |
is justly proud of the gre?t v:e °
stated, «gefore El Alamein W

never lost one. .
In Russia, followin

Jonger hope to interrupt

g the Battle of Stalingrad, the Germang -

¢raffic on the Volga, Eurcpe’s longest riv: dpg
connected Russia t0 the oil wells of Baku- on the Catsp ian Sea. InSteadr, tt}}:ﬂt
had to evacuate the entire CaUCaSL'IS region -as well as (.)ther huge areasey
their southeastern front. The armies of their Hungarian, Italiap, Romof
nian, Croatian, and Slovak allies had been largely wiped out, From tha.
on, Hitler’s armed forces had no choice but to retreat or to surrender. uen
fortunately, except for those in North Africa, only a few chose to surre;ldz.

Meanwhile also, with Pearl Harbor, the conflict had become EIOba{'

ized. Japan’s war, although fought separately, mainly because Japap anc-i
the Soviet Union had remained on friendly terms until August 1945, ney.
ertheless had an immense influence on the European conflict. The Bat
of Guadalcanal, which took place in part on the high seas and in part o
an island in the Pacific between August 1942 and February 1943, ended in
a clear American victory. Thereafter, Japan, just like Germany, was on the
defensive and could no longer hope for victory.

It is worth noting here the crucial differences between the size of the
batti;as in the Pacific and in North Africa, on the one hand, and in Russia,
cos fhusnds o Arrcn nd panes st roops i
crew, and sailors. The Battle of Enl AITPan?se. conibat troops; marifs ai_r
and Allied soldiers and caused amein involved some 300,000 AXiS
On the other hand, the Bause the deaths of maybe 10,000 among the
and February 1943,’Was foi(tift (;f Stalingrad, fought between August 1942
diers, of whom nearly 1 mfigll' ¢ V\'fell over 2 million Axis and Soviet ot
POW camps; it is smal] Wondl on died—if not on the battlefield, then
perceived the Battle of Sislic er that the world, especially the European’,

: p grad as the rea] turning point in the war:
Europeans to ear from the above, by 1943 the ti e for the
s e h.tlilrepare for, or even to haste 943 the time had comG 0

ki 1' erto modest resistan " the departure of the U* put
80 1nto some ¢ €€ movements began to blossom:

of the warti etail] her
_ . s
rtime resisters €, we must ask ourselves what the go?

Were, . )
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urope, be they Germans or persop ; .
e to wash off the sha.me ‘of the iNitjy) de
iments, tO provide vital I“formation
- Nazism, tO assist cras.h-landed Allied air. Crews i, a"lllsjde
tin botage War productlo.n.‘Note that belp'ng the o ‘m]dlng
to sa small groups within the varioyg resistay Sec“ted
goal of the resistance was to !iberat - leas:e Moy,
:th its own forces in orde’r to estabh.sh a Native g(}Va pa%f
nd wil of the liberating armies. All this was tq be dernmem
destine press and radio, political action, gpq zne Wit
nts also made plans to pjiilish those re3p0n:.1p° ;
feat as well as collaborators ar:d, even more i, |
bring about a new society. Finally, two baFElft' eonealed PUrpogeg
Eng ¢ were to bring about a social revolutics, or at leagt , han
resnsta:rcd and to expel or to annihilate some, if not all, of e Cmgllnga?f
:lfn%::l an:i religious minorities. Needless to say, all these goqlq andntthﬁ.:
execution turned out to be extremely controversial.

Problems varied according to location: there was, for instanc
lemma of how to resist the German authorities when there Were by,
any German soldiers to be seen, such as in the countries allied to Ge;-
many. If you hated the German Nazis, were you also morally obligg
to fight against your own government, which was assisting the Germy,
war effort with men and guns, but might be using the arms deliverie t
try to protect the country’s freedom of choice and, specifically, its Jewish

citizens? And what if the German-friendly government was secretly—and
often not so secretly—negotiating with the Western Allies? Was a collb

orationist government always an enemy? We will analyze this dilemm
especially in the next chapter.

g WET

t()t e andtﬁ

the homela |
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the use of a clan
The resistance moveme

the original de

€, the ;.

LIFE AND DEATH IN THE RESISTANCE
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role of Juda,

first thing to remember is that resistance involved illegal activity I
legal not only in the ¢

; uf .
also accord: +he eyes of the German or other occupation forcesb In the famey,
At least rding to internationa] conventions and the laws of one’s countﬂt" &96}?)' the dir
ast initially, resjstq he resit ¢ herojg
, ’ nce was also un ong most of the m,
€S’ compatrits, popular among

Who rightly dreaded the danger and misery Hi Sucl

s SSisterg
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path ar):d tOuld bring Upon their heads, To resist meant to leave ¢ lege r?ls Well ag

Oactas g Criminal, to the point of using the slang and the* French
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113
derworld. In order to be able to
n

Print and dil;tr'

. b [but “

et steal strictly ¢ e € lllega]
5 of th one had to steal s Y controlled Printing Paper ang n?

W 3

e orge or steal ration cards, banknotes. residen
g to s. To fight the enemy, the Tesisterg Needeq ¢

‘ I ar;isons or from riv'al resisters. All this Trequireq
0 itary gforgef' and a thief. To be ip the armeq r
'T_f’mburglar' a kill, most often not in open combat byt
o aﬂecessity to hter had to be prepared to act a4 a pro
rhfres. tance ﬁgt was seldom a Gestapo agent or a Ge
l:h;g her ":;waas a Compatr-iot—:a poiic.eman,
often thftr::er or anyone whom one’s superior in t

ngine™

oide | of being a traitor, a spy, an obstacle,
ecte

i :,rit card i
¢ ' the talentg
€sistance brought
from Stealth, thus,
fessional Murderer.
'man soldier,
a factory guard, 4
he resistance moye

More
rail-

ment
Or a dangeroyg rival* The
jski partisans, a Jewish group, which Operated in what jg
Bie

lorussia and about whose heroism books Were written and
elor

films
readily admitted having fought Polish ang Ukrainian police.
€ Ic

eously

susp

gern B

mad : : . i -Nagi_ .
werem German service as well as Polish anti-Naz; but simultan
men

itic—partisans. Conflicts with German soldiers were rare.
yti-Semit the resistance required distrusting others,
To bf? lnblackmai]ing, denouncing, and, if necessary, killing suspects,
threafemng» were your friends. Orders came from higher-ups whom one
e [“heynd would not be able to identify but whose emissary had to be
ﬂf"zrl m;il:te d. Yet the trust could be tragically misplaced when the emis-
blindly ' ; t
out to be a police agent. _ .
sarytursnizir especially in an urban setting, could rarely remain long in
h ! ,:e p]ac,e' he could not sit in a restaurant, cinema, or streetcar V\;lth-
52 : : ice-
;u:eyeing the door for a quick exit; he had to fear both umfogmleld po lcfd
. thus cou
: i ht be from the Gestapo an
menand those in mufti who mig -
be much more dangerous. The resister could never be surfcf Lhé;t h;St ieen
ing in a café had n
fend with whom he had a prearranged meeti gnd was now playing the
‘turned around” followi ng unspeakable tortul‘f; . fellow resister meant to
" of Judas. To ring a bell to the apartment of a

now

hiding, lying,

Larmée des ombres)

I the famoyg and controversial French film Army of the ?};ai:‘;:l;s moving homage to

(1%69), the director, Jean-Pierre Melville, himself a former résista a’inst the German occupl-
10ism, devotion, and self-sacrifice of the French fighters ag

ot ng French people,
e Germans play only a small role in the film: the action is among

: vive. The
» ir time just trying to sur
S8lers ang llaborators. The resisters spend most of 'thelrbt lmzéﬁinerzzfents in the World
&I‘Wen 8 the novel on which it is based were inspired by g

"ench resistance.
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eath if the Gestapo was inside. To call fiy
a working telephone, was no solutigp, eith’ Pro,
could have had a gun pointeg a e, g,
tep required a special permjt

Yy
higp,

. . »ang g, X,
f of bread necessitated a ration carg Very

ntry, every s
d Whic Y,
tealing or forgery. h Co

ly through $ .
here was a touch of glamour 2nd great XCitemegy, .

dless boredom and anxiety Wi‘ffi‘-‘n hiding, often in, M
all shelter or when waiting en:ilessly for instrygg 2 hhy,

Sy " 0
one had to behave “rizemally,” gq 44 b tns. Y
0

crEatE

this, but also €7

cold, terribly small
a1l through this miserys

suspicion. . .o '
The resister had to be able to melt into the population; g,

steby, perhaps the mo_St fax:nous of the lege?dary NOTWEgian g,

changed his name and identity papers several ar.nes between 9404 a

while blowing up German army trucks, s_hootmg German soldier; f:d

providing the British with vital information. What had mage this
sible was, according to his reminiscences, that he looked inconspicuom
just like any other Norwegian. But this blond, blue-eyed, athletic mé
man would have appeared fatally conspicuous had he ventured into anm.z.
Nordic country.

Urban resisters were constantly playing hide-and-seek with the pol
and fought battles with the enemy or with rivals; resisters in the country
side were often reduced to terrorizing peasants for food or starved
froze in deep forests that made a blanket or a lean-to worth killing for

In brief, to be in the resistance was a dog’s life, and it is a near mik
tl.1at So many Europeans chose it voluntarily. Yet it was still better forox

f;gt?;tfoa;lj;ilri :;tion’s hox.lor—-if f‘lot for the nation’s short-term beneﬁtl—
the s of th resjztsomethmsg, ag_amst the Nazis and their allies, bette:!
There exgeg ofers, than to sit a.t home and do nothing. e

an obedient, no;] OIc.:Eurse; Epeal iltuational and geographic dlﬁereﬂhad
little to fear f; political “Aryan” Western or northern Europe?® i
om the German occupiers; a Pole, a Russian, 2 Serb ¢

GI'EEI( as . ;
o weil as—after September 1943—an Italian was nevet 1@‘:';
Y arrest by the Ger mans or by the latter’s hirelings- Prist?

Nngr Sy

*For 3 fine g |4
du Cumentary i, oo, W
SocEed by the Norwegian A on and by Gunpar Sensteby, see Report fro™ " amemﬂ

» the famoys British orrme.d Forces, 1994). Number 24 was Sensteby’s ol
ganization specializing in “setting Europe ablaze.
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ere full of people who had been pickeq u v

. 0

pola? pever lifted a finger against the OCCUPiiTST‘ s rein, Mo

e® d fought the Germans with armg, The Ge il i
a Stapo Tarely mage fine

6, and it used the same fiendigh methods op 4 «., .
. type it suspected of resistance activity a5 on f‘:ClallY Supe-
a SUbhuma s

n

ordic : i
0" communist JEW. The results were alsq similar: only a b
: a handfy] of
votees of g gy

an ? itnesga i
R st Jehovah’s Witnesses, priests, ang other de
re. Only slightly

" deology were sometimes able to Wwithstand torgy
1rd to bear were the humiliations visited on the politica] pri
risoners:

. 1+ ranking German armyv offic ;
maﬂ?;r?sfi};i;;nto ogverthrow Hit.‘-.ei coulzri;h;éal: t;i‘iﬁ:lw?}r.e arrested
ffj;;er godlike members of the “master race” confesseq q::; ék';!;l::é t::
h.ﬂqm'shcd names.. -
As already in dlcate.d, resistance grew gradually from nearly nothing
i1 the first year following the German occupation to a sudden blossom-
ing after the battles of El Alamein and Stalingrad all the way to a final
cormous growth in 1944 when it became clear that Germany would
won be defeated. We have also mentioned that resistance could take
many forms, from symbolic acts of defiance to large-scale armed com-
bat. By 1944 there were important regions in Europe where the Germans
and their allies were in constant danger. Years before the German sur-
render in May 1945, the anti-Nazi partisans were the law in large parts
of German-occupied Russia, Poland, Ukraine, Yugoslavia, Italy, and
Greece. In occupied Russia, the partisans often owned the night, and the
Germans owned the day; in Yugoslavia, Albania, and Greece, the parti-
sns were in command of the mountains and the forests but not of the
tilleys and the plains, or they were masters of some small towns but not
ofthe larger cities.

From nearly the first day following the German occupation, army offi-
15 who had avoided capture, met secretly in Poland, Norway, and France
t? discuss how to wipe out the shame of defeat. Some university St“‘_ie“ts
e e ey e oy ool 758
it Z; ciournah.st.«s uflwilling to follow the.d1ctr:1zss e whom it a2 3
Inatter’of gnanaan}f independent young arlstOCd Jebeian German SS.

Weren'o- lesse oblige to oppose the V}Jlgar and p - and hard t0
joined by a number of eccentric loners. S0 var

. o the early
yea 0l‘lZe was the makeup Of the resistance mOVCmentS durlng
' of the G

jessh

€rman occupation.

__.‘
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that prewar political beliefs wer,
oes not seem except perhaps in the case of longtime Cn Ong,
joining tl'.le .reSlS::(;c; onarchists. In Austria., the Netherlands’ anodln}:nu‘
nists, Socialists, rchists opposed the occupfeis from the be ingy 0,
way, Some n:lona few left-wing Socialists and Communjggg turneq Og; i
other Countrlzsi:e i‘s in defiance of Soviet instriction, AJ] j, al
German occtl

I Ih
l the E
y : r
aIl unexplainable cases. e ;
e, NE
many Stfﬁrlg ] 1,€

deciSiVe y

THE RESISTANCE PRESS AND RADIO

Gradually, anti-German resistance took morf: conc?r;te formls.
tern and northern European countries, with 3 public

- We:)red information, clandestine newspapers sprang up
::?lc; It];nuous connections to underground political groups, Alternately,
resistance groups set up undergr(.)und newspapcf:rs, as In the case of oy,
bat, perhaps the most famous resistance group in France, The group py,
lished a sophisticated yet popular clandestine Newspaper of the gy,
name. Characteristically, while the Combat group itself never numbers]
more than a few hundred activists, their NEWSpaper’s print run incresg
from 10,000 late in 1941 to 250,000 in 1944.
Itis still unclear how such a broad-based illegal activity, punishable by
torture and death in Gestapo or in French police custody, could take pl
both in the Unoccupied and Occupied Zones of France. Where did i
Paper, the ink, and the printing presses come from when all these nece
sities were strictly controlled? Why were the editorial offices and print
Presses so seldom raided by the police? Where did the money for printirg
come from? No doubt, substantia] subsidies arrived clandestinely frmzl
Britain; still, Jitt]e could have been achieved without the anonymous
courageous support of thousands. More help must have also come fi”

L wil
~ome collaborationjst French authorities than the resistance was later
Ing to admi,

Com
d neWSp

In the s,

hungry ¢
With no 0

our
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aper; th

. . ,tj[ﬁllfs
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e
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H rld 4
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e later Nobe] Prize-winning author Albe
war, Combgp’s editor.
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w2 ¢ i In German-allied Hungary, Italy,
s P"j orpet rators” were seldom prosecuted.
e i, the local police often iznored violat
couﬂ s by neighbors and office colleagues forced the police
atio ity of the crime of listez:isig to the B
thO;Zlgocal authorities often beirg more tolerant of forbidden actiy;
le:resjstaﬂce later liked to admit. !
t Denunciations Were the plague that hounded wartime Ey
ot occupied by German troops, whether before or afte
Nuzi Germany. We will learn more about this in the chapt
justice and retribution.

The BBC had its competitors in the Voice of America, Radio Moscow,
ud the radio stations of Sweden and Switzerland, but educated people
much preferred the measured, unhysterical tone and relatively objective
rporting of the BBC. Radio London readily admitted British defeats—
ind there were plenty to admit in the first three years of the war—while
German and Italian (and, let us add, Soviet and occasionally American)
war reporting was a mixture of truth, lies, and wishful thinking. In 1943,
however, German propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels suddenly revised
bis broadcasting policy. Having concluded that it would be good propa-
inda to impress on the German people the mortal threat represented by
Bolshevik barbarism and Anglo-American colonialism, he proclaimed a
tal war” against the enemy. One form of this new type of warfare was
0admit the manpower and material superiority of the enemy and to de-
Tounce jts allegedly satanic determination to exterminate the German
E;(:ple R adio releases and newsreels were filled with gruesome ;;p{;:
ed, ang Itlrltlrr(lilpham.l 4 [?ubli?hed PhOtzgréi}::;:rir’:roops had temporar-
jyre'iovered f Sehesvl AREE QPns .t ) defeat would bring total

rom the Red Army. Convinced that de

&n'- - e tedthe
en:;hilﬂtlﬂﬂ, the German pegple:| both soldiers and C]Vll]ans, resis
0 _ h so
' "slaught with an iron determination.

» >

cated denyp,.-

Tope, whether
r the defeat of
€IS On postwar
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landestine anti-Nazi radio statiop, hay
c but the great majority of tj, S0-ey

ted from Great Britain, whose editors andl leg luf
na a

d as if speaking from next door. Ope Of the rgadta‘n‘;

Y rag, th
Fadjq oy D.
O

€ their

oun”ed black programs was a secret miljta,
-ca

ting in Germany, which voiced the gr
era the station broadcast jtg

ers made it
ular of the sO

rtedly op :
Pur:f;ted soldiers. In reality,
co

Great Britain.

i
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THE SPECIAL OPERATIONS EXECUTIVE

Among the most controversizl Yetsm:csitaffi;i. f:::ﬁresistance weapﬂns@»
World War II was the legen ar?il . d M iﬂt OI;‘S Pxecutye (Sog
which Prime Minister C.hur.chl an R Economics H,
Dalton had called into being in 1940, w}'w‘se goal was to “to g Eurg
ablaze.” Unlike the equally legendary Br.mSh =earet Intelligenc, Senig
(SIS, commonly referred to as MI6), which was run by the Foreigy 0
fice and whose gentlemanly agents concentrated on discreet i“fOTmatinm
gathering, the SOE was meant to be and indeed became quite conspiy,
ous. Considering that the outfit’s cloak-and-dagger operationg have b.
come part of universal folklore, it should be enough to focus here o, te
connections between the SOE and the European resistance movements
The SOE, whose headquarters were in Great Britain, trained and sen
agents to practically every European country with the aim of gatherir
intelligence, engaging in sabotage, and setting up secret radio stationsf
transmitting information to Britain. The SOE was also eager to helpir
creating resistance movements, to smuggle in weapons, and, if possible
overthrow and replace collaborationist governments. Over the courstd
the war, the SOE employed or directly controlled some 13,000 personsi
supplied another 1 million with money, food, and weapons. Interesting)
there was no €quivalent organization on the German side: the Gern?
Abwehr and simjlar Organizations—Hollywood movies to the contri”

. n
never sc‘erlously attempted to set Great Britain, the United States, & ’
the Soviet Union “ablaze.” :

3 . an
t "H?e SQES Specially trained agents were often marvels of W&
€nacity, if not always of

Cuted for having helped ¢
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he SOE men and women, and, in turn, b
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e

onts died because of their own or their super; 119
a . riorg’ 4
4508 %hat a secret radio operator had a Jjfe > Negligence 1,

; g €Xpecta
“ras sal anv agentS, eSPEClallY n Weste[‘n and northernngy Of Only a few
) Urope

. ee.ks'afity ,nd were thus equally at home jp Britain apgq i P€, had gy
naff"ﬂ ol still, they were too often uncovered 7 o fance or the
rested

Nethera ents (in France called la police gilep, by loca]

a0 88 ande) due to a m; i
Uestifl? ,ppearance or a lack of absolute familiarity with locq] c;T_lllnc.r mis-
ke P lalects angd
onditio™:

usly, the SOE employed many youn
easily than men of military age.
mosexuals and aristocrats who h

Famo
fe MOr€
own ho

Thger Women, whq could cirey-
e SOE also successfully yseq

ad persona] ¢ :
ontacts in Eyrq
ot cvery move was dangerous, mostly because of Prying neighbors tﬁé'
; this

sticular danger diminis.hed only toward the end of the war when the
(ermans and the local police could no longer protect the denouncer from
pe wrath of the resisters. bigte that' the purge of the Naz; collaborators
pega well before the arrival of the liberators. Clearly, by 1944 it was time
for many collaborators to try at least a double game. Many were caught
retvieen two fires and could no longer escape their fates.

Despite all the secrecy and careful training, the SOE sometimes made
mgic mistakes. This was the case of the secret radio operators in the Neth-
elands who were caught by the Abwehr, the German army’s counterintel-
lig:nce service, and then “turned around.” The term meant forcing the
aptives to send dictated messages to England. Because headquarters in
fngland overlooked the prearranged warning signal that the operator was
inGerman hands, flight after flight of SOE agents, who were parachuted
into the Netherlands, would first be followed and then arrested, tortured,
ind either killed or also “turned around.” The Abwehr called it England-

9ie, a play with captured British agents.

The Abwehr included a few brilliant intellectuals who wreaked havoc
"ith some of the best-conceived SOE plans, yet the Abwehr also hiar-
.rled some of the foremost anti-Hitler conspirators. Thanks to these m(—1
:;';iuf; some of the captured SOE agents survivec; t}l:e ljir;ggi;:;r
Ongpiy tW€hr, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, was on(; oht ;ar By then the
nctionEI orfs o ExEeTtEd g o the n 0bt t;e SD. (Sicherheits-
dienst) t;‘) the Abwehr had long been taken over by 1 ruthlessness were
Mt ' ¢ security service of the SS whose cruelty an

“Aby its clums;

siness.
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[STANCE IN THE COUNTRIES EXPECTING
RESBRITISH AND AMERICAN LIBERATION
ttle was at first primarij fo _
In the West of Europe; the ba Y "oughy Wit
n

beginning of Operation Baxl;:)arossa did the Comm%rd&;
They now had orders t? wea m the Qerman Wi mumSts
The Communists and their left—jmn_g allies apg Fiva by,
at all costs. he Trotskyists, did not Lesitate to engage in 'Sllchas

ists and t . $a
the anarchis what the conseguence fg h Oty
no matter ! I the | %
and to use weapons, «l Popy,

true mass mevraent only
oW reSiSta}I:CE(?:rC;Zf r;lninister for labior cxploit);tirz)iarjie % Whe
Fritz Sauckel, t. € for volunteers from the occupied Cou’ntr-qud thy
rather than waiting sis stiould Smply bédraficy for Lah 1€, ylouﬂg
West and North EUI'OP_ea bepilafiins. o “abor Service
Germany. In France this was called Service de Travaj] Obhgatoire, angy
though work conditions in Germany were often bette.r than ip Frangg
measure proved unpopular. Droves of young men fajleq to appe; fori,
duction and disappeared from sight, a move supported by the same py,
lation that often did not hesitate to denounce a fugitive Jew, As we yi g,
again and again, the public, whether in France or elsewhere, wag Willingy,
take risks on behalf of its sons, but not for those judged to be “foreignery
Some of those who had fled into the high plateaus of southeasten
France, called the maquis after the terrain covered with scrub, began
call themselves the maquisards. The name spread rapidly among Frend
resisters, and soon the SOE began parachuting agents, weapons, and -
dios first into the mountains and then into other parts of France, In
Vercors, a mountain Plateau in southern France, some three thousa
armed fighters assembled. They were attacked sporadically by German
and the French fascist milice (militia), but only in the spring of 1944
the fighting become intense. This was after the magquisards of the Verct
had received orderg from Britain to attack German military traffic. T
Purpose was to help the Planned Allied invasion in Europe, but it drf':';
sirizn response of some twenty thousand troops, equipped W“F’::j f
4pons. Only 5 small part of this considerable force conslf g

bers of the French milice; the majority were Ukrill
The confic Ollllcézf:anj In German uniform, suasivelf
Complexity of € Plateau of Vercors demonstrates Pl ® st
0 7 Ol the war anq especially of illa fighting. In this g
Ne camp were - Y of guerrilla fig i for o
g Last Europeans who had volunteere
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maiﬂl so as to avoid death by starvatiop as 12
9% hands 0 thf other camp, one foung young Fre
dea; ried 0 avoid forced labor service ip, Gerinan ’g;?hmen, Many
4 ¥ n fighting together against the Nazis Y. e two groups

bee i
d ﬁ:ﬁe and logical as that. but life ang fate were
si

ndase F;enCh maquisards included a g0od number

of
war and East Europeans who hag escape dr izfneish from the
€ terrible

N thrown a5 early a5
eologies and 5 conflict
nded tragically for the
ed were sent to concen-

Prisoners of war in

ish Cvil G s

- ernment camps into wiich they had bee

s, this was 2 civil war as vell as a clash of id

9 thnic groUps- The batilz of the Vercors e
amo;ia ds: the majority were kitizd; those captur

o camps» unless executed. The maquisards’ casualty rate was th
ree

s that of the ‘.‘Germans,-” showi.ng that in an open battle, the poorly

pineds undisciphr.led, and insufficiently armed partisans were the great

s But then it is a-lso true that the battle of the Vercors drew some
ety thousand men in German service away from the Western fron.

Now another irony: while the East Europeans in German uniform
would never surrender to the French partisans, mostly for fear of be-
ing killed, many of the same men eagerly ran over to the Allies follow-
ing the Normandy invasion. This saved them not only from the wrath of
the French partisans but also, they hoped, from the wrath of Stalin. Yet
it war's end, the American and British military authorities handed over
thousands of the captured East Europeans in German uniform to the So-
viet Union, where they were either executed or sent to the Soviet Gulag.

The peculiar nature of underground activity, the varying aliases of its
members, and the many arrests forcing leadership changes make it diffi-
alt for us to identify the various resistance groups. Not all were real; some
tisted only in name or in the imagination of their founders. In France
division among resistance groups was either sociogeographic, such as ur-
ban groups versus the maquisards of the countryside, or ideological, sucb

% Communists and their left-wing allies versus the moderate IrCP“bh'
“and conservative monarchists. Because many of the groups jealously
Eﬂarde.d their independence, it is almost a miracle that the Efrench res:sr:
ncluding even the Communists, was willing to recognize the ove
dership of th ' | Charles de Gaulle in
e previously unknown Genera

zﬂfﬂd his secret delegate in France, Jean Moulin. the prewar
0 had been 4 fairly important civil servant bo?ihd“iln resistance
and during the early Vichy years; he had engage

]| iea
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122 a high_ranking Vichy civil servant, Afte
i

activity wl-;ile Sgd by his being parachuted back into Fran
w
London follo

ta Secret, .

i istance leaders. Qpe ¢ ¢ Oty !
of the national resi $- One of thege Ok

several meetings ¢ a hiding place near Lyon in souther,

PranCe & [}

Byt

H a .
be in June 1943 cally .

the German army

d been includin gr()up
of eight }:z +ured to death by Gestapo officer Klaus Barpje whe 8 My,
lin, were

in’s arre We .

ain. The circumstances of Moulin’s arrest and deat}, have remai"’ﬂl

mef-;t afersial and have led to typically endless speculation, o ‘:td

contro ' , h
regard to the name of the trai

had occupied the entire country, Trag
betrayed; all were arrested, and some,

tor. Similar to other resistance Mo :’;le h
1 the Moulin group who had SUI’V]Vj:":z’i arrest and imprimnmf:t&
came under suspicion. Young René Hardy was acc1.1sed of having inagy,
tently or deliberately led the Gest-apo to the me?tmg Place. He Proteg
his innocence, and so did his family a.lfte'r .Hardy s early death He wyg B
quitted in two consecutive postwar judicial proceedings, byt th, i
persisted even after the aged Barbie, in 1990, exculpated Hardy by Poi

a finger at Raymond Aubrac, another famous resister.
Unlike the proper civil servant Jean Moulin, Raymond Aubra
born into a family of Jewish shop owners; he had undoubteg Commypg
sympathies. Some historians later accused him of having engaged iy f
allegedly common Communist practice of betraying dangerous politica
rivals to the Gestapo. Aubrac vehemently protested his innocence, as dii
his devoted wife, the no less famous resistance heroine Lucie Aubrac. T
latter, a high school teacher of history, had managed to combine teaching
family duties, and a Vvery active engagement in the resistance. One of Lic:
ie’s legendary exploits was the freeing of her husband from Gestapo &
tivity. To this end, she had visited Barbie at Gestapo headquarters whk
her husband was in jail. At her most elegant and beautiful, she pretent
to be the pregnant aristocratic fiancée of Raymond Aubrac. In fact s.hf
Was pregnant and now clajmed to be eager to wash off the shame ofg"

ng birth to a bastard by marrying Raymond. All this was to be dore!"’

those i

ymond Aubrac and 5 group of political prisonefiucie’
her prison, armed resistance fighters, led by o

f
truck. They shot the driver and five German gu

berated o) the Prisoners,

tion pro
armies ¢
oism, ar
we shall
The
while s¢
not evep
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. tion in France haVing beccme lm ) 123
fret Visiy el > . a British plane to London, wh poss‘bl‘E. the Aubr,
' co to ﬂ own 1 €re Lm:xe Cs Were
e MVoke q "+ General de Gaulle was the godfather, 8ave birth ¢, their
’ . . , - So .
e. B'”as to ;‘md or of the Com'mumst Vle.tcong S Postwar strugmle‘W “ TOnically,
they they, F”‘k—’d'sm in Indochina, Ho Chi Minh, later became ¢ € againgt French,
in Broy,, »"wﬂzb ac child. Similar to other former left-wing © 8odfather of ¢y,
o i Mo, dﬂd A i ported all colonia! liberation Movemengs esisters, Lucje and
re © wil) " war France; Moulin and the two AUbrac‘s be
: ma‘ned o PO icion of t=¢ir vari _— Came natj
ially, while SusP . VATIOUS activities kept oceqmur
Vem 00> poth Aubracs were politic: iy active for the next man ;uPYlng the
Son::I pe often described as fellow rzzvelers, Nonparty membe:s :zades and
. ent AT : 0 never-
 Inady,, less always supported the Cor=munist movement, Lucie and Raymonrd

Protesteq Jied when nearly one hundz<d years of age, Lycie

2 2 in 2007 g
in 2012. Jean Moulin, who in a famous photogr 7 and Ray-

€ wa aph i .
e m;a; ytand 2 biE scarlf—-which hid a scar from an earlier Ge:; ; ipr:’tsinagn ;
POinting —has remaIHE(-i the great sy:mbol of eternal France, or, as Genera]

e Gaulle liked to put it, of France éternelle.
Brac was As for us, we just have to accept the fact that the war and the occupa-
NMmunist o0 produCEd in France, as well as elsewhere, not only open and shadow
d in the Jrmies of resistance but also intrigues, internal struggles, incredible her-
political ssm, and unbelievable baseness. Regarding many of these developments,
e, as did we shall never know the truth.
rac. The The story of Lucie Aubrac is as good a place as any to mention that
aching, vhile some women played important roles in the resistance movements,
of Luc- wot even a handful of them were in a command position. Remember that
po cap- inFrance, women received the right to vote only from the provisional gov-
s while emment led by General de Gaulle, in October 1944. Yet European women,
tended "o were often exempt from the labor-service obligation, were greatly
ict, she weful to the movement. They aroused much less suspicion when traveling
of giv- id when carrying forbidden literature, secret messages, and weapons.
ne in Unfo“““ately, women were often not trusted by resisters, who tended to
en ON€ %¢them as fallibje and venal victims of German temptation. Even though
eged!y %ps of young women were used as couriers and even as ﬁghtefs' for
0 t;l:f %, in the great Warsaw anti-Nazi uprising in 1944, women 1ln 31;
" fell Sviet Were generally expected to act as nurses and helpe;5~ 3’;}35 p
;?an i Red Army went further by employing, for inStance;Stwt:sl e

iathen to ﬂY combat aircraft—and not only cargo planes,

. i tisan
"ted States. The Soviet, Yugoslav, and Greek Communist part




included JaTs UL T S Women, v, eve,

roups inclucee 7 ded only a handfu] of Women Con,

8 hips inclu m,
Party leadership Y

ional Council of the Resistance .(Co.nsei]
The Nano?f h was the umbrella organizatiop, that Je,
[CNR]), w (ljcto be resilient and exercised g0 inflye,
oo pr(:,::ich went by the name of Free French
%;z?isfs’ Frangaises de I'Intérieur [FFI]), The © the s a:l:[%
their moment of glory in the summer of 194&4{ :w'}men thf-Y effective]y h]‘;"‘d
the Allies to liberate France. The great polm'-.;,a.‘i Partieg of the l‘Esis:M
namely, the Communists, the mcl:derate Sociahsts, the rag; | eﬁc;
gressive Catholics, and the Gaullists, formed the first §0Vernyy X [}:Fe.
France Libre, or Free France. !

Resistance in the occupied countr

ies of Westerp, and NOrthey, by
other than France varied according to the terrain, the Country, eth?
makeup, the prewar political System, and the Nature of I
cupation. In Belgium, the N

atonal g R

|
Oulj, h;;a
Ce oy the ac;fe‘

terrain was of little use to
flooded areas, and Belgiu

and hills, The crowded citieg would hav

e been more usefuyl
ficient nationg] and Mmunicipal admip;

eSpecially in sma]ler towns, kne
only too wel]. iti

w each other
and socia| identity was tradition

ally based o
quite conspicuous, which provedege
Cially Catastrophic for the Jews.

The Dutch of the Netherlands and the Flemish in Belgium both spo
Dutch; thg might haye helped in the creation of a united politici! fro:nT
against the OCcupiers, byt while the Dy¢cp, generally disliked the Ger™
OCCupation, ma

i the b
1y Flemigh, Perhaps the majority, welcomed it in ﬂ:l ﬂ:ﬁ
that the German Presence might allow for Flemish separation fro
“SPeaking Wallo

on compatriots.
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enerd?l® md; penlc]ier?]tosGtra? ?hDuChy ot Luxembyy ”
Thf.: | case: Even t Ouﬁ dialectoth ~ frend duchY’S in ag‘constiu'lted

A rgish 2 Ge;"’i official lan At most Germang couldlt:nts o
”’ﬁm(;he grand duc 'y o Blie Lguages At that time were FOt P
smﬂd ,High Germar: %12 1e . r}ll, UXemburgish has also bec onch and
]irefm uage)i most'pCOP ? m. the grand duChY resented the e an of.
" vasion This was incidentally a repeat Performance Lt}llz:):f\?kid

orld

Gefmanut e occupiers in 1914 had not tried to indoctrip
Wﬂrl‘ gl were young Luxembourgers drafteq into
Jel0c® . time all of the above ensued, with the reg
scf'“cei'] | uxemboUTgers went into hiding and som
of yOU
paftiﬁan

ate and integrate
German military
ult that thousands
€ €ven engaged ip,

ctivity: Meanwhile, the brothers of the resisters served, fough
: , fought,

1 died 1N German uniform. After t_he war, the reconstituteq Luxem-
il governme"t successfully negotiated the early release of jtg
Ezl:gAllied and Soviet Ca'lﬁivlitY' The examples. Of.Luxembourg and 0;(:22
ovince of Alsace-Lorrafne in l?rance prove, incidentally, that linguistic
fnities do not necessarily incline the population toward accepting for-
i occupation.

Luckily for the Dutch, Belgians, Norwegians, Danes, French, and
(zechs, their young men were not drafted into the German army, so their
avival rates were much higher than those of the Luxembourgers, the
ghabitants of Alsace-Lorraine, and the German-speaking inhabitants of
south Tyrol in Italy (which the Third Reich had annexed in 1943). Invol-
utary labor service in Germany and participation in the anti-Nazi resis-
ance claimed their victims, but their casualty rates were insignificant in
omparison with the suffering and deaths brought about by service in the

German army during the war.

Resistance in the Netherlands ranged all the way from showing con-
tmpt to enemy soldiers* to armed struggle, but, in general, the Dutch
istance’s emphasis was on such things as spreading the good word,

\_h_-____—_—-
“ ..

famat‘c anecdote that all Netherlanders seemed to have
% ¢ War was how, when asked for directions, they answere

Uere es dusserst Thre Sprache iiberhaupt nicht zu beherrsch

tand a il bered resistance @
e h-remembere
' gle word of your language). Another muc  the envelope s0 a5 0

¢ postal stam ; - ; left corner O :
W that Ps not in the right but in the upper- . the upper-Tight
Omer, 01.1]); Stamps displaying the picture of the exiled queen belonged 1" dging by the

o Hh i that: ju
Unbey o Y in the Netherlands was, of course, more con;ﬂl{ll:t:t(iint;zth 2 bearing “hil-

0
b v - UECh Volunte men (oS
" Germy e ers for the SS and young wo " laborate with the occupie
iers, many Dutch were not reluctant t0 ¢

enjoyed telling their visitors
d in highly refined German:

en” (1 deeply regret not t0
ct was
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126 s, helping persecuted Jews, expediting .
borator . ing information to SOE radio Al]le
back to England, glzotage- The most serious and p,
mer;ucting strikes arlC]l S:;l between armed Jewish groups am
tc;:se events was ff:‘; ‘i':te February 1941, V\.fhich led to 4 Violep
tia in Amsterdaén cubsequent protest strike jc>y dOCkWOrkers, i,
intervention an :hers. It was a unique event in the history of th My
conductors, and © few days and resulted in ix; Prisonments as w, O,
caust thz.lt laSthd :eral hundred Jews to conce::tration camps, ;0 By
deportation O Sed alive. The strike, which haz }ed to the firg €Xecutj,
only two returne d a serious psychologica} -Zact abroad, Vet we hnnol
Dutch resistt:.'rS; h‘i_) ut its having saved lives. As a regyy of the COnib-OUM
have no ilh.lSlonSé;1 deinistl'ation and the Germ an-appoineq memlned
effort of ﬂ-le . il, Jews were duly registered, and beginnip, ;
of the Jewish Council, : giny,
dered to proceed to assembly points. From there, they
. Wlejmd(::r orted to German concentration and death camps,
gras\'}liih}ijn Vl\)festern and northern Europe, the loss of life among Dy
Jews was proportionally the largest: more than 8o perc':%nt. It showeg thy
a relatively low level of anti-Semitism did not necessarily improye Jewi
casualty rates; more important in the Netherlands was the law-and.grg,
mentality prevailing in society, the conviction among Dutch Jews thyt .
vation lay in obeying the authorities, bureaucratic zeal, and the detery:
nation of the German Nazi Party leadership in charge of the Netherlunds
to create a judenfrei country, a Netherlands free of Jews.

In addition to 3 student, teacher, and physician strike in Novemb
1941, there was an attempted

. a
¢hreatening ¢!

West of Europe, the strike at
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ainst an Allied invasion.
quil population, a goal that he essentially ac
Ralkenhausen as well as hiS counterpar
f:ff;tf’ afld Carl Heinrich von Stiilpnagel
thster;::thtler conspiracy, which had not prevented t
measures against the resistance groups and fr

Gegt
Oft]}:[}::izi the local national police tO proceed with the
Question.” In Belgium these measures resulted in th

Whalf of

th ; :
¢ Belgian Jews. Pro-German Flemish and the Walloon fascist
ded them over t0 the Gestapo-

Nizatje,
ns
. ons helped to arrest Jews or han
B .11 ketter than Eastern
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128 n hiding were often denouncegq B
generally threw itself on the prOPerty oflzﬁlice .
€

»

wher
Europ® ulation

wherc the pop

i e Wi he Bel ian
deportees ino Leopold’s wishes, t glan gover
In defiance of K't'i’gue d the war from there; the admjp;

aq
Strat; fl
con lve
to England anfaye d put and tried to maneuver between Germg, dappar&
ver, § . e
tu-'; hl? w?nterests of fellow Belgians. As nearly everywhere else i g
and thel

society split into three factions: collabmf'atmjs:ﬁa vast majority vy, w;;%ﬂ
: by, and a tough nucleus o z.u:tn:, zieswters. There Were Jug
trying to get 05:; h young men volunteering to &l the rankg of the Ay
more }:hig:[llloo ng ss divisions. Nor did German soldiers lack the aﬁ:m.iﬂ]
2? %éi;an women; meanjwhile, Belgian businessmen profi, d frOn?im
needs of the German war industry. Black mar ketex.-s drow.re food ang Clog,
ing prices sky-high, but at- least the people in Belgium did not Suffer
starvation. The political views of the resistance movements ranged gy,
way from a very strong Communist group to a few Rexist fasciss Who byg
gone over to the resistance. A no less deep chasm separated the résigtyy
de la premiére heure, those who had opposed the occupation frop the firg
hour, from those who became the résistants cinque minutes gyays Minyi
those who joined the resistance five minutes before midnight,
Problematically for all, the Belgian resisters did not see eye to eyem
the future of the country. While the Left demanded that the traitorous
King Leopold be made to abdicate after the war, or even that he be
rested, the monarchist anti-Nazi resisters argued that it was thankst
the king, and his personal encounters with the Fiihrer, that thousandsd
Belgian POWs had been released. There was also the ethnic question:
French-speaking officers, professionals, and intellectuals who dominit
the resistance—as they had dominated public life before the war—work!
toward social reform or even a socialist revolution; the main concern

the much smaller Flemish resistance was local autonomy and equali} '
public affajrs,

One area in which
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gration AP where many perisheq, g; nce th 129
€ trea

J’ﬂawci"’f‘]ian helpers Ofth? pilots was in agreement v
o the Conventions, the civilians became . nt with
e lied pilots-
the Al : .
HdAs ; unique feat In the history of the European reg t
- % P" " ) S a
pelgian partisal's tried to stop the deportation traing lea:-ce’ 2 group of
13 raegd A ) i ‘
for A g :ve[;] Sdh‘i ‘ued, In April 1943, to dEra'r;g With Jews
tieth COnVOY Alew N Jews escapeqd from that ¢ l _the famougs
hunted oW1 and ultin::<iy only a handfy) survive;atl}i]’ b
at only confirmed that Jew sk survival wags , secondar € war. The
for the resistance movemezis in Europe. Y concern, if

jn Norway everything precenditioned the growth of 3
4stance movement, Yf.ft‘, in reality, there was less of it tha
ssumed and as g?s C‘lillig;ntly asserted durmg and after the war by Nor-
way’s pumEraus RrEl S'. © .say that the terrain was varied and often im.-

frable 0 £he occul?lers.gs an understatement. Some sixty thousand
pils of a craggy coastline, including many deep fiords, lent itself ideally
fr resisters to hide. They could also sail secretly to British-held islands
in the North Sea and return with weapons, provisions, and SOE agents.
This so-called Shetland Bus, with its nearly constant traffic by Norwegian-
und British-manned speedboats (disguised as fishing boats), has achieved
world fame.

Then there were the snow-covered mountains and inland forests and
hills, with their widely dispersed ski lodges and the narrow trails that in
the winter only the hardiest locals could negotiate. The trails led to Swe-
dn, a friendly neutral that Norwegian resisters regularly visited for rest
ad recuperation. Note also Norway’s ethnically nearly homogeneous
Population, its great democratic and heroic Viking tradition, as well as the
tally reminders of the country’s recent defeat and humiliation. ‘
Norway’s king and government had fled to London,but did not rec-l
% thus, unlike the Pétain regime in France, Quislings S_elf-f=‘PP°"“'3n
¥ernment in Oslo lacked legitimacy. The Norwegian exiles were we

Nt meteq out

ague and

€ real Vict
Ims th
at aﬁair

Powerfu] re.
0 is generally

ch Jewish refugee: ¥
ed in his public Rioe
e Scandinavian lmff‘lgtr;ei
h refugees t© settle in

"2t the {10 and pianist Victor Borge, a Dani

N Nited States. What Borge never mention

doey - 214 Norway was that, before the war, th
*y 2 handful of German and Austrian Jewis
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the Allies’ disposal. What more could o,
owerful resistance movement? Yet most Nor
hout the war, and, for a long time, sucp,
gb remained badly isolated. Norwegjap,
iafls who volunteered for combat duty on
yours Nor‘;efed the active resisters. But thez, admitteq
If::: ::zut)ll:umpi:d Norway or elsewhere iz Eufhie to find T,
. than an underground group and, on g,.;ﬂ_.:)cated, 10 persygg, ) i
s'tanoﬂof one’s honest intentions. Altogether ffteen thousang Norwere‘
f,if;tjrrlsteeﬁ served the Germans v.vith arms, nor‘- should it p, too C;ril:i
to mention that, during the war, in Norway, thlrty thousang babje Wer
born from German soldier-fathers and N(.)rweglan mothers, t
The main Norwegian resistance organization, called Milorg,
army officers in hiding, who saw their main task as preservi
try’s unity, to prepare for a takeover at the end of the war, an
Communist coup d’état. And although there was little chap
ter, territorial unity was a serious problem. Modern, indepe
was not yet fifty years old at the time, following the coun
from Sweden. Different regions of the narrow but end]

sula of Norway had their own traditions,
language,

ationofap
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Gunnar Senste i

Was legy,
ng the ¢y,
dto Prevens,
ce for the
ndent Norway
try’s secessiy
essly long pey
their own written Norwegin
and their own dialect. Travel from Kirkenes at the Soviet-Fin
ish border in the far north to the capital, Oslo, in the far-away south ws
possible only by air and by boat; the sea voyage could take weeks. Far-awy
regions regarded the capital, Oslo, as an unwanted tax collector and th

source of senseless r egulations. Resistance to the German occupation

central and northern Norway took off only after it had become clear thé
the Germans were even

more zealous centralizers than the royal govert
ment had been,
dThfo ugh Milorg soon numbered hundreds of members and toward ™
€nd of th
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- Wartrained a regular army, mainly in Sweden, this res
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prave and effective commang, acCtiong

in i
Perff'f.m per unde” the command of the Britigh ,
wel CIte of the SOE-

- Janc .
g”'dae oSt famous commando actiong were

But aj)

€se e
my ang Navy ACtivitjeg

T under

perf;
Norwegian naval forces agains ", Ormed by th, COmbineq

b _ o € Lofoten .
Bﬂniiorwzl}’, ef’l’e_aal.ly the action in March 1941. The corrsllr;; s
off ed the main islands for a few hours, deStrOyed all ::d(;s,}:vhich

€ his €ries,

tli};:;fil Processmg plaﬂ]t:' ia e arms d.ePOtS' They also Captureq t},
s to the German Enigma machine as we]] € rotor
eed (he British to penetrate German mijlitay
h-dr[:s The populatiOIl of the Lofcten Islands assisted the A
tl:S i;l every way “Te?’ could. Also, several hundreg volunteers sajjeq
yith the British to Jorn the Free Norwegian Forces. What the chronic?ﬁ
sually fail to mentl.on is that.not’ only did the islanders quietly accept tl{;'s
festruction of their )ol?s. and livelihood, but they were later harshly treate:l
by the German authorities.
fven more famous was the destruction of the German heavy-water
nstallation at Vemork, between Oslo and Bergen, by Norwegian SOE
ommandos. Heavy water was at that time seen as indispensable for the
fevelopment of nuclear weapons. Of the five British attempts to destroy
the plant, the one by a small group of Norwegians was the most success-
ful. The raiders, all hardened mountain climbers and skiers, stormed the
Norsk Hydro Plant via a rock wall. It was a technically perfect operation,
but the installation was back in operation within a few weeks. More ef-
fiient was the blowing up of a passenger ship that carried heavy water
o the way to Germany, but a number of innocent Norwegian passengers
tre also killed. In any case, today we know that the availability of heavy
iter did not greatly help the very belated German nuclear energy project.
Norwegians for overseas action were trained in Britain by the SOE; in-
“lably, then, there were disagreements between the SOE, which wanted
:wfﬁea concrete results even at some cost to bOt}.l the comma.ndoi a:t: ';:lfi
"5, and the exile government, which tried not to alienate its |
Cizens. The dilemma of costly action versus wait-and-see position

rph . SOE throughout the war years and typified the dilemma of

:ence Activity everywhere.
h otneth'ough the citizens of Denmark and Norwasy
o Coumr:s language, and even though the German ‘
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uring the war. As we know already, the

. rman invasion; the & g

even attempt 1O r.eSIl:i; th‘,ﬂlendGegovernment flee abrga:{tl:e:dered i II:%T
ately. Nor did thzlihe ganes to keep their king, go‘fernméD preqation.etd]‘
occupiers -allowestitutioﬂ’ army, and diplomatic Service, flst, p"‘I‘liamE;e
democratlc_ CO’; the Anti-Comintern Pact, making Denm, ubse‘iuenuL
Denmark Slglneand Japan. Danish and Germizn businegg ark an ally;’
Germ an.y,.Ifa (}:;:cupied Soviet Russia. OOPeTated
Germ(;ﬂ Nazi SS organization, with ro.ug.hiy 2 similar numberr:]sv@fthe
teers, and their women gave birth to a similar number of half-Genn o
bies. The two countries also resembled each other in rt3jecting the idanha.
of National Socialism; the Norwegian Nazi Nasjonal Samling and Th:{;} ;
ish National Socialist Party were popular failures; the OcCcupyip N
had no choice but to work with decidedly non-Nazi natiye bureg
But, and this was very important from the point of view of Tesistance ¢,
two countries differed greatly in terms of geography and terrajp, The hﬂig}f
est “mountain” in Denmark is less than five hundred feet high; there
no dramatic coastlines, no fjords, no snowy forests, no hidden chalets, Ty,
Danish countryside resembles a garden rather than wild natyre Dirig
the war, there were no serious food shortages, young men were not draft
into military or labor service, Denmark had little strategic significan;
and the SOE did not try to “set it ablaze”—small wonder then that initiall
no one called for armed (or any other) resistance. What there was of e
tance originated from individuals aghast at the spectacle of Danish -
.laboration with the occupying power. But, gradually, resistance unfoldei
in that country also, and by 1943 relations between occupier and occupid
:E‘edk?z;ozl}z :Eeb;? ;sﬂto caus.e the Germans to i.ntroduc:e dir.ect rule. Bﬂ‘j

with o maneuvgr' Y modified government still rema.med in place, s
The obvious cgy ;n‘i .the country preserved much of its autonoflilg;mes
o sbotging g1 “]E Wr.a h1on bet\fvee’fl Danes and IOf:aI .Gerrr?an a;nr o
catlyill s o és (iuestlon ﬁl:lally led Heinrich ’Hlmm i ;matﬁF
seventy-eighy hu;dred I:r the deportation of the country’s af}gﬁman "
thorities yoere reluctunt tws to the death camps. Yet the loca ot

. COmmercjalo exea}te the order; moreov?r, G-eorcgo e
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raveled to Stockholm ¢ ;
Dudwitzfeg:nzsh Jews to that countr; C{:’t;;]n perm‘ission for ¢
rr’”sfer;as quickly organized, and whep, ¢ (g::m
dﬂdusc +the Jews, most were alrn._eady 8one. This yyq. liceme
0 e part of the l?anes, but it should pe seen mo a
o O:hm an act of resistance; the latter reqyiye ano
sk for its parthpants. 'n this Particular ¢,
orites cooperated with the :Oanes. Duckwit; ha
g tion plans by SS generm-.Werner Best, who
¥ gary for Denm.al'lji; Duckw:m could not haye ¢
ot Best’s permlSSIOI:. Duckwitz was later rig
wi Among the Nations” by the Yad Vashem Muygs .
‘wni ally, his chief, war criminal Genera] Werner
;:urt sentenced to death in 1948 but who was later
il of righteous even more for this very particular
aken a great risk by ignoring orders from Berlin.
The transfer of Danish Jews took place in a fleet of fishing boats, ang
even though it would have been easy for German naya] units patrolling the
ireato stop the exodus, their commanders closed their eyes to the very visi-
beevent. Back in Denmark, German policemen had been told to arrest only
such Jews who were willing to let them in. At the end, fewer than five hun-
dred (mostly elderly) Jews were deported to the so-called model Theresien-
stadt concentration camp in Terezin in what is today the Czech Republic.
And even there, the Danish Jews enjoyed the protection of their govern-
ment, whose representatives were allowed to visit. As a result, the only Dan-
b Jews who passed away during the war died of natural causes. The dark
side of this heartwarming story is that in order to be able to offer acceptable
arters to the Danish deportees, Adolf Eichmann’s SS transported other
Jews from Theresienstadt to Auschwitz, where they were gassed. |
Does al] this mean that meek submission to the German invasion and
- Ftion, and later an appeal to the occupiers’ humanity, might have

: is i ceivable
‘0 save Jewish lives in other countries as well?* This is con

d been to]

Best, whom 3 Danish
released, deserved the
act; after a]), Best had

[?

fthe por .
‘hux,o e persstent popular legends circulating in the
SUrrendereq Denmark to the Germans on the !
of David on his uniform in case the Jews in

Western world is that King Chris-

iri i ter threat-
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plal "hi Uiy, ding to another version of the legend, he actually ch a thing.
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ally, no one in Denmark ever had to wear s
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but not very likely. After all, the extermination of the
least equaled the goal of winning the war. Witness A]eWs, asay,
ity to commandeer s many railroad cars as he wa dolf Bichy, ar o
a half-million Hungarian Jews to the gas - nted for Sendi'inn:s ih‘ﬂ warl effor
May and July 1944 that is, at a time when the Ger S at Auschy,; ing ﬂeaﬂ' jving al
existing rolling stock to try to halt the advance Orfnan army pe tz bey torie® an
also that in Nazi eyes, the Russians and the Pol the Soviet t:-ded au:: seem tha
the Jews, on the other hand, appeared to them €S were mere S°° 5N, the Nort
ral fiends whose total destruction was an absol 3?8 superhumap, ubhumantf cailwdy
to live. Denmark was a unique case: Germanj: € necessity if G! su e‘ﬂat: the rms_c
dispensable, strategically unimportant and w‘\;’hpeaceful, ec()nzrn?anw the Ali;e
Moreover, it SO happened that unlike the G ith only a few th, Mically . many 7
and officials in the East, their equival oerman militar usang j, ﬂ-&rm
than radical ' quivalents in Den Y comp, ' soldier
ical Nazis. And let us not fi mark ha ang
incor orget that al PPened t, man sol
porate Denmark into the gr though Hj belg «
to colonize the land greater German Reich, | itler wigh ten “ho
il . and leave only useful slaves i , in the East he Wed L in 1944
T r countries, submissiveness would n place. In Polang = soldier
oward the end of the wa not have helped » Rugg
fighter planes freed Dani h " ? specially trained pec matters Wel.l kn
headquarters in Cope hms political prisoners b zquadron of Brig acting
ers were held. (Tra I: nlI agen without hitting the ﬂy estroying Gesy, after th
girls’ school, causir? C; y> some pilots mistakenl a(t)()r where the prisy refuges
b e e D ﬁ eavy casualties among st Yd tacked a neighboriy gret. St
cessful in Hitler’s :ES underground press had b udents and teachers) by to pay
peaceful to the endurope. Yet, in general Denfgome one of the most su: inurdel
5 ] . (§)
of the German w .to the great benefit of th a-ﬂf .I‘emamed seren¢ and o 'I}
demo : ar lndustry_ 0 . e civilian po ulation— within
cratic mentalit d verall, with all one’ P ation—an The
that if everybody i y and practices of the Dani e’s admiration for i tho
Danes di yan German-o . anish People we dmi ugk
s did, the war Ccupled —— , e must admi ation
course, difficult would have lasted much ries had behaved the way Fre (
valte of the Ey to estimate; it all hin eUC longer. How much longer i then;g
cussing the PartI:OPean resisbiicasis fvs on how we calculate the mit! Tradit
resistanice st isans of Eastern and ement. This we will do whe is imm |
Th uggles and m southeastern Eu here the © ©
1€ question remaj ost of the war in E KOS Comp
Eatlonal cause and Mains open as to wh urope took place. their
urope. The twa ic. alternately, the Alli at kind of resistance profit i and
and WO issue , the Allied cause i ther? t
. Pamphlets, wri s should be se se in Western and 1 0 the
ional moraJe }; itten by Outstand'parated‘ For instance, Jeaflets: 1‘: Britis)
ing authors and journalists, i ed? j that 5
o Al the p,

utitis h
ard to
measure how this contributed ©°




ost suc-
>ne and
n—and
for the
- admit
vay the
r is, of
ilitary

n dis-

e real

d the

6: The Beginnings o German pe,

fort. Even the m?st ?assionate ANti-Nagy; patr; 135

€ vast majorit lot
W and thus th; i ontri}b X ZOfPeople toiled gy, i}h 3 t0 may, a
H,q'nf,an 4 offices t .a ¢ uted to the Germap e iligeny) in fy
¢ that sabotage 11 EOYV(‘;&YhOT France or aNywhere ¢ ffort, Noy does j;

weaKened the se j
orth greatly German armed mijg, Innt est ang
* 1

™ abotages especially the deliberate

¢ i 44, hoy,

" jsdirecting of military transports, dela;lt:?iriitn(; of t; ever,

’ jed landing i Normandy. The price e
¢ french railway workers w=te shot ip 4

maﬂrmed struggle did, of course, bring g

A . - i
dier shot 11 the back under the cover of darknesg

;)an soldier. EUt the price for thﬂis t.ype of killing wag utiil?;:uiisf: (“?er_

o “hostages executed for eVL?.’}.f .smgle German soldier killed iflf‘ymg:

1944 fifty or one }-mndr'ed civilians hanged or shot for ever g Rome

oldier killed by partisans in Serbia. Moreover, the hostages we);e Serl;nan
wel-known individuals whose execution might have deterreq mhers’.e frﬂm
uting against the occupiers; more often, they were bystanders arres(t):i
fer the event. Often the “hostages” were Jews, Gypsies, Communists, or
efugees from the East whose demise the population was not likely to,re-
get. Still, many resistance leaders judged hostage killings too great a price
o pay for the life of a German soldier, and so rather than ordering the
murder of Germans, they ordered the murder of traitors and collabora-
tos. This in turn opened the Pandora’s box of internal conflict or civil war
within the fight against the occupiers.

The Allies disliked competition and conflict within the resistance, even
though the victory of one group over another may have facilitated the cre-
dion of a united front against Germany. Doubting the reliability of the
fetch resistance, the British air command was often reluctant to provide
tie SOE with airplanes for dropping supplies and agents to local groups.
_TradiﬁﬂﬂaliSt politicians in Britain believed such efforts were useless, even
moral they also feared that the weapons would end up in Ge.rmanfor

"Munist hands. Churchill himself was suspicious of t].'.le‘ resxs(t);ie;:
; T Communigt inclinations; still, he sent SOE agents, military
arms the C i o Tito in Yugoslavia. He also sent ager.ltS
the C, e. ommunist Josip Tito in 718 il the latter clashed with
Bfitish tr‘.:)mu‘lllst partisans in Greece, a leas unt;eral Churchill argued
that inyop PS, In 1944, in liberated Greece. In ge des;rve d help; at least
e Parti € Who was likely to harm the Germans

y i iers.
ans’ sacrifice would spare the lives of British sold
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tter are committing ge the invading Germans in 1940 cc.mmmedsuth
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cution of German orders dependeq lafsely on th v
. _ .

e & ness the case of Denmark, for INstance, y € Natiopg) authg,
it i the Netherlands or Norway, W

ent, 351 :
0 nany if 10t all, had they taken some risks,

W I, im every single country, inclugip
(F;nd on gTOUPS and individuals. Th
ade

cticing 8 quiet, unspectacular,
r

ance- By ocCHp f;tion or S(fdai bac.k ground, they ranged frop, G
 Jtalian diplomats, French bishops, Bulgari €rman

Jeri Jrian police officers to post office clerks, ho
?:;grs, all the way dow-n to the poorest peasants,
e highest levels of soclzlety, 45 we?l as those living
rd southern Europe, risked little in helping Jews,
aok the biggest risk on themselves and theijr fami
, Capuchin monk from France, procured thousands of forged documents
;d did countless other things for Jews at first in France and then ip Italy,

jet he was never arrested by either the German, the French, or the Italiax;
police In fact, the Italian authorities provided his Jewish wards with a
ufe haven. On the other side, scores of Polish farmers were executed by
the Germans, together with their entire families, for sheltering Jews.*

It has been said that about twenty-five people were needed to protect a
single Jewish life under German rule; the figure is not an exaggeration. All
over Europe, millions were occasionally involved in protecting a Jew or at
kastin not reporting him or her to the authorities. Still, millions more could
keve done the same, especially those outside the areas of the most brutal

German occupation,

tel concierges, ang taxi
}.&nd although those at
In Western, Northern,
POor people in the East
lies. Pere Marie-Benojt,
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