Teaching vocabulary

(Brewster, J., G. Ellis, ( D. Girard. The Primary English Teacher´s guide. Pearson Education, 2002, p. 88-90)
Pročtěte si  aktivity, které je vhodné zařadit do fáze pocvičování slovní zásoby, ale také fáze upevnění (konsolidace) slovíček. Které z těchto aktivit považujete za zajímavé a efektivní?

[image: image1.png]Stage 3: Vocabulary practising, memorizing and checking activities

‘This involves children in activities requiring them to do things with the
words in order to make strong memory connections by leaning words
in groups, as shown below.




[image: image2.png]o Classifying/sorting: Pupils sort words into categories. For example, hot
and cold things, sweet or salty foods, red things, farm animals, African
animals, and 50 on.

o Giving instructions: The teacher gives an instruction, focusing on
specific vocabulary. For example, Show e a red square; Go to the door;
Show me a table; Touch the green book; Point to the window, and 50 on.

o Picture dictation: Pupils draw what you say. It can be simply Draw
circle; Draw a green square or He's wearing blue jeans, a red jumper and black
boots,

o What's missing?: Ask pupils to look at the pictures carefully then tell
them to close their eyes. Remove an item from the board. Pupils open
their eyes and tell you what is missing. You could ask the rest of the
class, Is he/she right? The game can also be played as a team game.

o Kim's game: Played the same way as above but objects are used and
displayed on a tray or a table.

o Wordsearches: Children enjoy searching for English spelling patterns
and if the words are all of one category it can reinforce categorization
skills

o Sequencing: Jumble up pictures on the board. The teacher or a pupil
gives instructions: Put the chocolate cake first, and 50 on.

o Labelling: Pupils label a picture in order to practise different nouns
from lexical sets.

Stage 4: Consolidating, recycling, extending, organizing, recording
and personalizing vocabulary

Children often seem to learn new words relatively quickly but in order
for these words to enter their long term memory they need to practise
regularly, consolidate and recycle words in different contexts. What can
pupils do with words as they learn them? Many ask to write them down
as this aids retention. Here are some techniques you can propose, which
will allow pupils to build up their own personalized vocabulary systems
(See also Philpot 2000 which provides some excellent suggestions on
making word records.)




[image: image3.png]o Vocabulary books
Encourage pupils to create their own vocabulary books. Discuss ways
of organizing these, for example, alphabetically (words or words +
pictures and drawings), by topic or situation, by grammatical groups
(nouns, adjectives, verbs, etc.), colour sets and story features (setting,
characters, the events, etc.
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Pupils collect pictures around a particular theme and stick these on
10 a large sheet of paper which can be used to decorate the classroom
and can be added to on an on-going basis.

o Word networks/webs/trees
Encourage pupils to build up their own word networks taking as their
starting point a topic for example, Transport, and then writing down
words they associate with this.

© Clines or steps degrees of temperature: hot, warm, cold, fieezing; sizes of
animals from big to small or vice versa: elephant, gorilla, mouise

o Word stars
Pupils arrange words which rhyme on a star diagram which will help
them recognize letter-sound relations.

For many of the techniques above, recommend that pupils use a ring
folder 5o that they can add new pages as and when necessary. In this
way, pupils will see their collections of words grow and they can modi-
fy and cross reference as they discover new connections between words.
Encourage pupils to write words neatly and, if they wish, to write the
‘word in their language too. Have a special time for pupils to show and
talk about their vocabulary books or display them in the classroom.
Also encourage pupis to use dictionaries and, if possible, make a class
dictionary. There are a number of attractive dictionaries available for
children: Ashworth and Clark (1993), Vale (1996), Wright, (1985) which
also include vocabulary activities. The Oxford Elementary Leaner's
Dictionary of English is useful to introduce children to a monolingual
dictionary.

© Word boxes, banks, envelopes, bags
Pupils can make their own sets of vocabulary cards and store them in
boxes, envelopes or bags in groups such as those suggested above.
They can also add to their collections on an on-going basis and mon-
itor their vocabulary learning, Discuss what information the children
are going to include on their cards. This may simply be the word and
a picture or a translation. Pupils may like to include other informa-
tion. such as word class (noun, adjective, verb, etc), a short sentence
giving an example of how the word s used, information about the
way the word is pronounced, where and when they learned the word,
etc. Vocabulary cards are ideal for self-testing.

o Mobiles
Combine a craft activity with a vocabulary learning activity, making




[image: image5.png]it a very tactile and visually rewarding experience. Mobiles are ideal
for helping children group words in lexical sets.




